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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An offline-online points system comprising: 

Q r main s e rv e r logic configured for providing operable to provide a user with an interface to 
submit a code obtainable by the user from an item; 

a cod e s e rv e r logic- configured for maintaining operable to maintain a set of valid codes and 
to determin e for comparing whether the code submitted by the user is a valid code against the sot of 
valid codec ouch that and i f based on tho comparison th e code is doomed valid then to credit the user 
is cr e dit e d with-a given numb or of points, wh e rein t he points being-ft*e accummua ble into a point 
balance with other points credited for point actionable activities including one o r more of viewing 
an advertisement and registering with a website, the points oarnod by or cr e dit e d to th e us e r - a re 
accumulated, th e accumulated points being redeemable for valuejncluding for an a uctioned item 
which the user won submitted in an auctio n a wining bid ; 

an agent configured to participate as a proxy for tho user in tho auction while participating ra 
a proxy for the user in any numb e r of othor auctions; afid 

a database server logic operable to track the point balance in an account with of an account 
database having a plurality ofa ft accounts to hold the accumulated points for th e us e r, wherein 
accounts are sot u pconfigurable for transferring accumulated p oints therebetween[[,]]i and 

logic operable to associate respective credit lines with wherein accounts determined to be for 
users that are heavily active, are each asoooiatod with a cr e dit lino and a credit -e nabl e d marker such 
ihat4f the user is doomed heavily activ e the respective credit lines fftine]] associated with the us e r's 
account is sot up with points f or supplementing the point balance of the respecti ve account with 
credit points for auction participatio n accumulated points wh e n th e agont participates for the us e r in 
an auction . 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 1, further 
comprising: 
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a user database associated with the account for tracking the accumulated points for the user. 

Claim 3 (Currently amended): The offline-online points system of claim 1[[2]], wherein the 
account b alance of the accoun t-is M points prior to the user's submission of the code, wherein th e 
given numbor ioN. and wherein the code logi o ser ve r is configured for updating the account balance 
to M+N points after the user submits the code and if the code is valid. 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): The offline-online points system of claim I[[2]] 5 wherein the 
point actionable activities include user earns p o ints through auctioning items, the points being 
eamed credited in lieu of cash payment for the auctioned items. 

Claim 5 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 1 wherein the 
code is C letters in length from an Alphabet of L letters. 

Claim 6 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 5, wherein C is 

10. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 5, wherein L is 

29. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 5, wherein L is 

36. 

Claims 9-23 (cancelled) 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 1, wherein the 
points are maintained in the account in an encrypted form to prevent unauthorized interference with 
the user account - 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 1, further 
comprising a computer program for generating the code, the code being fixed onto a medium such 
that the code is obtainable from the medium offline. 

pa- 1022644 



PAGE 7(20* RCVD AT 12/15/2005 5:40:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:650 813 5993 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-58 



12/15/2005 14:44 FAI 650 813 5993 



MOFO PA #EIGHT 



@008 



Application No.: 09/638,457 4 Docket No.: 324212003100 

Claim 26 (cancelled) 
Claims 27-37 (cancelled) 

Claim 38 (Currently amended): A system for incentive points earning and redemption, 
comprising: 

[[an]] web auction logic, web server with an auction database^ for auctioning items in an 
auction; 

[[a]] web store logic, w e b s e rver with a store databasei for maintaining information on items 
offered by a business; 

[[a]]web server logic fffromll by which a user may interact with the auction web server and 
the store web serve r or e accessibl e to a u s er for interacting therewith , including[[ for]] participating 
in the auction of an item offered by the business, the web server, in turn, being accessible to the user 
from either or both of the auction web server and the store web server? 

an ag e nt configured to participate as a proxy for tho us e r in tho auction whilo participating 
as a proxy for th e us e r in any numb e r of oth e r auctions ; and 

database logic operable to track a point balance of the user in an account of an account 
database having a plurality of accounts, to transfer points among the plurality of accounts, and to 
characterize each point of the point balance as one of purchase and attention ince ntive points, the 
points a user databaco oonfigurod for maintaining a unor aooount, tracking respective point - bolanooo 
with points e arn e d by th e us e r, wh e r e in e ach e arn e d point, charact e riz e d as a purchase or att e ntion 
incentive point, is redeemable for value including for an auctioned i tem [[foT ]]which the user won 
at auction nubmittcd a winning bid prieo - of - the item being auction e d, wh e r e in accounts are s e t up in 
tho - uscr database such that e arned points or e transf e rable ther e b e tw ee n , wherein accounts of heavily 
active users are associated with a credit line, the credit line for use in supplementing the point 
balance if an agent is bidding for the user on an item at auction and the point balance is insufficient 
to cover the bid that the agent would otherwise place, accounts s e t up in th e asor databas e - for us e rs 
that ar e h e avily activ e are e ach associat e d with a cr e dit lin e and a cr e dit e nabl e d marker such - that if 
&<H* 9 er -4 sKieeined h e avily active the cr e dit line associated with tho account for tho user is set up 
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with points for suppl e menting th e e arned points when tho agont participat e s for the user in on 
auction. 

Claim 39 (cancelled) 

Claim 40 (Currently amended): A system as in claim 38, wherein the user's interaction 
involvoo comprises at least one of registration, an indicia of attention to an ad, and[[or]] a purchase, 
in relation to which the [[user]] database logic i s configured to receive into the user account a 
predetermined number of points earned by that user. 

Claim 41 (Currently amended): A system as in claim 38, wherein the user's interaction 
involves entering a winning bid for the item being auctioned in relation to which the[[user]] 
database logic i s configured to dispatch a predetermined number of points taken out of that user's 
account 

Claim 42 (Currently amended): A system as in claim 38, wherein the points are maintained 
in the user account in an encrypted form to pr e v e nt reduce unauthorized interference with the user 
account. 

Claim 43-45 (cancelled) 

Claim 46 (Currently amended): A system as in claim 3S[[43]] S wherein attention incentive 
points are awarded in response at least one of registration, and an indicia of attention to an a d g- or - a 
purchas e , in ro t ation to which th e account database is configured to - receiv e into tho usor'a account a 
p redetermined num b er of points e arn e d by that uoor . 

Claims 47-49 (cancelled) 

Claim 50 (Currently amended): A method for offline-online management of points, 
comprising: 

obtaining a codo offline from an it e m; 

submitting the cod e online to a sorvor that maintain s a se t of valid cod e s; 
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receiving a code obtained from an item and submitted bv a user; 

comparing the code against a[[the]] set of valid codes and, if the code is found to be valid, 
crediting the[[a]] user that submitted the code with a given number of pointsi[[J] 

accumulating the credited points in an account with other points credited for point actionable 
activities including one or more of viewing an advertisement, and registering with a web$ite, the 
points redeemable for value, including for an item which the user won in an auction; 

accumulating tho points earned by or credited to tho us e r in an account, tho points boing 
r e d ee mable for value including an auctioned it e m for which the u se r submitt e d a wining bid - in - o ft 
auction; 

instantiating an agent to participatQ - as - a - proxy - for - Ao - uoor in tho auction substantially 
concurrently with any number of other auctions; and 

determining whether the user is heavily active and if so then associating a credit line with 
the account, the credit line for supplementing the accumulated points in the account for auction 
participation. 

res e rving peinto from ac credit lin e associat e d with th e account if th e account is associat e 
with a cr e dit -e nabl e d marker fe e r e serv e d points supplem e nting th e points in th e account wh e n - the 
ag e nt participat e s for th e user in an auotion, - wh e r e in accounts - are - sctHap - for - transfcrring po tato 
between them. 

Claim 51 (previously presented): A method as in claim 50 5 wherein the accumulated points 
are maintained in encrypted form to prevent unauthorized interference with the user account. 

Claim 52 (previously presented): A method as in claim 50, wherein the points in the user 
account are redeemable for a gift or a discount. 

Claim 53 (Currently amended): A method as in claim 50[[52]], wherein the auction is one 
of a standard auction, a Dutch auction, a progressive auction, a buy-or-bid auction, and a declining 
bid auction. 



022644 



PAGE 10/20 * RCVD AT 12)15/2005 5:40:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:650 813 5993 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-58 



12/15/2005 14:45 FAI 650 813 5993 



MOFO PA #EIGHT 



©Oil 



Application No.: 09/638,457 7 DocketNo.: 324212003100 

Claim 54 (Currently amended): A method as in claim 50[[52]], wherein the auction involves 
one or more of an automated closing, automated bidding, automated selling, and auction alert. 

Claim 55 (Currently amended): A method as in claim 50 [[51]], wherein points are added to 
the account for the user by authorizing credit points. 

Claims 56-57 (Cancelled) 

Claim 58 (previously presented): A method as in claim 50 further comprising: 
generating the code; and 

fixing the code onto a medium such that the code is obtainable from the medium offline. 

Claim 59 (previously presented): A method as in claim 58, wherein the code is fixed onto 
the medium by printing the code on a bottle cap from which the code is readable to the user. 

Claims 60-74 (cancelled) 

Claim 75 (new): The offline-online points system of claim 4, wherein the auctioning of the 
items occurs in an auction having an initially fixed end time, and if bidding in the auction is slower 
than a threshold, ending the auction sooner than the initially fixed end time- 
Claim 76 (new): An online merchant affinity points method comprising: 

providing points to an online merchant, the points provided in exchange for at least 
one of cash, advertising revenue, and web traffic; and 

establishing an online venue for redeeming for value, from a user, at least a portion 
of the points provided to the merchant, the points obtained by the user from the merchant by 
engaging in point actionable activities including at least one of registering at a web site, 
viewing an ad, and clicking on an ad. 

Claim 77 (new): The online merchant affinity points method of claim 76, further 
comprising: 
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establishing an account for the user, the account for maintaining a point balance of 
the points obtained by the user, 

categorizing the points obtained by the user into a plurality of categories; 
establishing point expiration rules for each of the plurality of categories; and 
reducing the point balance based on expiration of points in one or more of the 
plurality of categories. 

Claim 78 (new): The online merchant affinity points method of claim 76, further 
comprising: 

establishing an account for the user, the account for maintaining a point balance of 
the points obtained by the user; 

categorizing the points obtained by the user into a plurality of categories; 
establishing point valuation rules for points in each of the plurality of categories; 
and 

providing an account value based on the point valuation rules and amount of points 
categorized into respective categories. 

Claim 79 (new): The online merchant affinity points method of claim 76, wherein value 
includes donation of points to a charity, wherein the donation of points is convertible into a 
cash value for donation to the charity by the online venue. 

\ 
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